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METHODIST MESSAGES 

LAUNCHING A SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY 
 

I am honored to be the Special Needs Ministry Director for our church. I have prayed about this 
position for years and I feel so blessed to have this opportunity. I am a parent who has lived 
experience. I understand the stressors and struggles families face when raising challenging children. 
And I am a Certified Parent Support Provider which helps me to be able to partner effectively with 
parents, grandparents, and guardians. My mother also lives with my family.  She has multiple 
sclerosis and I walk alongside her as she navigates the struggles associated with being significantly 
disabled. Most importantly, I have a heart for Jesus and a strong desire to help people of all abilities 
grow in their relationship with God.   

I can only begin to tell you how much research I have done on launching a special needs 
ministry. I would like to walk you through the five basic steps and explain how our church has already 
navigated these initial steps! 

STEP 1:  ASK – Ask God.  As Psalm 127:1 says, “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who 
build it labor in vain.”  This is God’s church, God’s mission, God’s eternal purpose, and God’s people, 
so we can and should expect God to be central in our special needs ministry. We have asked God to 
prepare the hearts of our leadership, the congregation, and families with special needs. We have 
asked God to send workers into this specific field of harvest-where workers are very few.  What a 
blessing it has been to find three incredibly patient, trained, and loving individuals who will alternate 
shifts to consistently meet the needs of our children on Sunday mornings. These individuals will walk 
alongside our children to help them stay included during our 9:00 AM Sunday Education hour and 
during the 10:00 AM Worship Service hour. Already, several parents can attest that they have been 
able to attend Coffee and Conversation time and/or the Worship Service while knowing their children 
are being included with their peers.   

STEP 2:  LISTEN – We have had many in-depth conversations with families in our church 
affected by special needs. Listening to these families makes all of us want to move heaven and earth 
to make sure each family member is completely cared for and embraced. We have also listened to 
our leaders. Our leaders have prayed and sought resources to ensure our program can move forward. 
They have recognized the need for this ministry to have trained and consistent staff. And our leaders 
have been passionate about meeting these needs in a timely manner.  

STEP 3:  PLAN – Starting small is starting smart, building a foundation that lasts.  Rather than 
implementing everyone’s ideas at once under the heading of special needs ministry, we have chosen 
to start with one need, and we will see that need from beginning to end. We started with meeting the 
special needs of our children. We will ensure the children’s ministry is fully established before 
beginning a new effort. Efforts are underway to provide an inclusive environment, a quiet sensory 
space (The Den), a respite event, and parent support.  We have started small; however, our church is 
committed to meeting the needs of people of all ages and abilities. No one will be left out. Planning is 
ongoing to prepare our church for our next steps.  While planning is underway, we are continuing to 
ensure we also meet any immediate needs in a timely manner.   

STEP 4:  TRAIN – Training is the glue that holds the pieces of the ministry together. Our special 
needs assistants come into this position with lived and on the job experience. They are receiving 
ongoing training related to the special needs of each child along with learning specifics related to our 
ministry plan.  Our ushers and hospitality volunteers have received disability awareness and etiquette 
training.  Plans are underway to train our leaders.  And plans exist to train our congregation. Members 
of our congregation may not realize the impact of their comments, facial expressions, and reactions. 
People are sometimes so fearful of saying or doing the wrong thing that they do not say or do 
anything at all, leaving the family with special needs feeling isolated and excluded.  

STEP 5:  LAUNCH – All of the asking, listening, planning, and training we have done will be for 

nothing if we do not put what we have learned into action. (continued next page) 
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We can’t let fear prevent us from experiencing the blessing of including all people in the life of our church. 

Research shows that churches can get stuck on the launch pad as a result of common fears.  Instead of 

focusing on what might happen, we need to focus on the information we have at hand. We know the needs for 

this ministry are real and we have identified a plan to meet these needs. By launching this ministry in a quiet, 

thoughtful way, our resources will last and will provide a fruitful ministry.  

Our leaders believe that launching a fruitful special needs ministry will bring unexpected blessings to our 

church body. Our church will become irresistible to those outside and those struggling inside when they see 

how we welcome, include, and disciple to people of all abilities.  Disability ministry proclaims that the gospel is 

for all people who have faith in Jesus, regardless of their abilities, social standing, or culture.  There is no 

clearer picture of the good news of Jesus Christ than Christians living out 1 Corinthians 12:22-26:   

The parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we 

think less honorable we bestow the greatest honor…God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to 

the part that lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that members may have the same care 

for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 

If our church cares for and honors each individual regardless of their ability, the end result is that all 

members will rejoice together.  May our church experience the joy of this ministry!   

Ann McMahon – Special Needs Ministry Director 

 

Joni and Friends Resources and Materials help provide a base and resource for many of my thoughts.  

Joni and Friends, The Irresistible Church Series, help churches serving individuals and families affected by 

disability.  For more information, visit their website at www.joniandfriends.org.   

http://www.joiniandfriends.org
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In Layman's Terms:  The Thoughts and 
Musings of a Certified Lay Minister 

 

"Have a Seat" 
 
Not long after I first started attending Coon 

Rapids United Methodist Church back in May of 
2002, I found myself sitting in the second or third 
row of pews directly in front of the pulpit. My 
seating arrangement was both out of choice and 
necessity. My neck was still healing from spinal 
fusion surgery and I needed to keep it as still and 
motionless as possible. Sitting up front in the 
sanctuary allowed me to focus on Pastor Mark 
Miller, our pastor at the time, as well as the pul-
pit, overhead projection screen, and the person 
or groups who were performing each Sunday. I 
found out through trial and error that this particu-
lar seating arrangement worked best for me and 
my physical needs. 

Fast forward over seventeen years later and 
now I usually sit in the back row on the right hand 
side of the sanctuary. This vantage point allows 
me to see almost everything that happens in 
church on Sunday mornings. It gives me quick 
access to help out with the offering or serving 
communion if needed, and it has also kept me 
close to the door if I need to step outside to coun-
sel a troubled parishioner, which has happened 
on a few occasions.  

In years past, pastors have asked the con-
gregation to try sitting in a different pew. Some 
people have taken them up on that offer, while 
others remain steadfast in their chosen pew. Me? 
I've done both of these things, yet all the while I 
hold true to my belief that I am a sinner who is 
blessed every day by God, the same God who 
allows me and my sins to enter His temple, the 
church, without judgment or reservation. God, 
welcomes me and all of my baggage into His 
house of worship, and even tells me that I am 
welcome, loved, and forgiven. To me, it has nev-
er really mattered where I sit in church; what mat-
ters is that despite all of my misgivings I am wel-
come and free to worship God in church. 

This fall, Coon Rapids United Methodist 
Church started "Coffee & Conversation", a very 
informal gathering for adults and youth to look at 
a passage of scripture and relate what it means 
in their own lives. I have been blessed to be one 
of the table facilitators for "Coffee & Conversa-
tion" and the neat thing about the group is that it 
allows people from all theological backgrounds to 
gather together, look at Bible verses, and relate 
what those Bible verses mean to each person. In 
the weeks that we have been holding "C & C", 
we have had a great variety of participants and a 

lot of deep, meaningful talks. It seems that each 
week, there is a different gathering of people at 
each table, which allows us to make new relation-
ships as well as deepen existing ones, all this done 
with a little coffee and conversation. 

The other thing I enjoy about "Coffee & Con-
versation" is that the group leaders and participants 
don't have to do much preparation ahead of time 
except pray. Each table prays at the start of "C & 
C", then the table facilitator reads the scripture and 
asks the people at the table what that particular 
scripture means to them. Some early feedback 
from table participants has told me that they are so 
happy to be able to be involved in a Bible study that 
doesn't require a lot of time and commitment from 
them and their busy lives, and it has allowed them 
to look at scripture with new eyes and a fresh per-
spective. 

This fall, I encourage you to show up early on 
a Sunday morning and walk into Wesley Hall (the 
gym). Grab yourself a cup of coffee or bring your 
own container of water, juice, or coffee and have a 
seat at a table. Listen intently as your table facilita-
tor reads the scripture passage, and then relate 
what it means to you in your own life. Take time to 
listen to what that Bible verse or verses means to 
those gathered at the table. Then, like me, be ever 
so grateful that we worship a God who loves each 
of us and allows us to enter His temple every week 
to praise His holy name in all we do. Don't be wor-
ried that you might not have Bible verses memo-
rized or have strong theology. Instead, simply come 
to the table where all are welcome to study scrip-
ture, learn, and share without judgment. All you 
need to do is to walk into Wesley Hall, grab a cup 
of coffee, and have a seat at one of the tables for 
"Coffee & Conversation". 

 
God will do the rest.  Amen.  
John Lloyd 
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Help us partner with the Spirit River Community 
to provide food to those in need. 

  

Volunteer opportunities available to people of all  
abilities… from unloading the truck to handing out tickets.   

  
People from age 12 to 92 have successfully volunteered,  

so don’t count yourself out. God needs you! 
  

Isanti Middle School; 201 Centennial Dr; Isanti, MN 55040 

Matthew 25  

Food Distribution 

Saturday, November 23 

8:55 AM to 12 noon 

Mission Opportunities 

Fill the Food Cross  
Sunday, November 24! 

 
Give thanks for bountiful blessings by sharing with others!  Help drive out hun-
ger by bringing a grocery bag filled with a variety of non-perishable breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, food staples, toiletries and basic items to help "Fill the Food 
Cross" at Church during the service. This helps stock our local food shelves  
to feed hungry our hungry neighbors. Financial donations are always appreci-
ated as well! Please make checks payable to ACBC and place them in the of-
fering plate. 

Christmas Blessings 

Give the gift of Christmas to families in need. We will be 
collecting Walmart, Target and Visa, Cub, and Kohl gift cards for families strug-
gling at Christmas. You can choose an ornament from the Giving Tree on the 
bulletin board or simply bring in a gift card. Place in the offering basket or give 
to someone in the church office by Sunday, December 15th. Thank you for mak-
ing this a joyful holiday season for others. 

Nursing Home Services 

A Coon Rapids UMC team will be con-
ducting two nursing home services on 
Sunday, November 24. The services 
will last about 30 minutes and will be at 
Park River Estates at 2 pm and Camil-
ia Rose at 3 pm.  All are welcome to 
attend. 

Eric Gossett 

Meals on Wheels 

Thank you to CRUMC members who helped deliver 524 
meals for the week of Sept. 30-Oct. 4.  This generous 
gift of time allows many elderly, disabled, and home-
bound people in Coon Rapids and Blaine to remain in 
their homes.  Our next week to provide drivers is De-
cember 2 through December 6.  We can always use 
more drivers.  Delivering meals takes about 1 ½ hours 
over the lunch hour.  We provide drivers 6 times a year, 
about every 8 weeks.  Contact Myrna Kuehl at 763-784-
2588 if you would like to participate in this important 
ministry. 

To the wonderful congregation at Coon Rapids United Methodist Church: 
It is with great satisfaction I can tell you that the school supplies and backpacks that were donated have all 

found their way into students hands. A few things were kept back for mid year restocking. 
Sheridan Story has also started delivering to students and our families benefit from the extra food. 
Thank you for the support of our students and families in such a direct way! 

The Staff and families of Mississippi Elementary 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
10:00 am 

We are so very honored to 
announce that Bishop Bruce Ough is 
coming to preach at Coon Rapids 
UMC. 

Bishop Ough is the current resident 
Bishop of the Dakotas-Minnesota 
Areas of the United Methodist 

Church, and has recently been the President of the 
Council of Bishops for our global denomination. 
However, despite his position and credentials, you 
will find Bishop Ough to be very warm, inviting, and 
most of all, genuine. In fact, did you know that he 
started out as a youth director? 

This is a wonderful opportunity in every way. Be sure 
to circle Sunday, November 17 on your calendar, and 
plan to be here as we extend a warm Coon Rapids 
welcome to Bishop Ough! 

Adult Fellowship Friends 

Come join us on Friday, November 15 at 
11:30 am—We are back at the church for a 
potluck lunch. We would love to have you 
join us whether for your first time, second or 
fiftieth!  Please sign up in the hallway by the 
church office so we know how many are 
joining us.  Any questions contact Clarice 
763-755-1514, AuraLee 763-421-7788 or 
Pam 763-784-3988. We look forward to 
seeing you. 

 

United Methodist Women 

Sunday, November 24, The United 

Methodist Women Fall Bazaar, with 

setup on Saturday the 23rd. Your con-

tributions of handcrafted items, baked 

goods, and gently used treasures for Granny's 

Attic are greatly appreciated. Thank you for 

helping  to support missions benefiting women, 

youth, and children. 

Thursday, December 5, 7:30 p.m. Join us for a 

fun evening at the Lyric Arts Theater. The 

show is “A 1940's Radio Christmas Carol”.  

Reserve your ticket by putting a check for 

$27.20 made out to Coon Rapids United Meth-

odist Women in an envelope and either placing 

it in the UMW box in the office or handing it to 

Gail Chalbi by Sunday, Nov. 3. We need to 

have the money turned in to the theater office 

that week. I have reserved a few seats in the 

handicap accessible row. Let me know if you 

need to be in that row. For those who are able, 

we will be meeting at the Panera in Riverdale 

for dinner beforehand. 

Do you remember Stewardship?   
Yes, it’s that time of year.   

Reaching Out by Giving from Within 

The word Stewardship can mean acting 
as a steward; managing, protecting and pre-
serving the property and assets of others.  
In Christian terms it can mean Four T’s:  our 
TIME, our TALENT, our TEMPLE, our 
TREASURE. 

In Biblical days, the Steward was ap-
pointed to a position of authority as an over-
seer, landlord or manager. Today churches 
require this same stewardship participation 
in order to continue and thrive.  We all have 
the opportunity to share our gifts and bless-
ings. 

For our church lives, Stewardship in-
cludes these four T’s:  our TIME, our TAL-
ENT, our TEMPLE, our TREASURE.  In our 
working lives, most of us pursue improving 
our own four T’s.  Our Christian call to Stew-
ardship asks us to consider sharing a bit of 
whatever blessings God provides.   

The recent, necessary “Raise the Roof” 
campaign is an outstanding example of our 
congregation’s Stewardship in action.  In 
just a few months nearly 100%, if not all, of 
this repair work is fully funded. 

Over the next six weeks we will be ask-
ing you to consider how you might be able 
to share your blessings in Reaching Out by 
Giving from Within as the Finance com-
mittee prepares next year’s budget.   

 
Your Stewardship committee 
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9 a.m. 

The Nursery is open for birth through 2 year olds. 

 

Kids Praise & Grow for 3 year olds through 5th 

grade. We start with praise music in a large group 

then break out into small groups by age/grade for a 

small group Bible lesson. 

 

The Den (Room 7) Staffed and open to all on 

Sunday mornings from 9 to 11a.m. This new 

addition is a safe place for kids to go with a calming 

environment and various types of sensory activities. 

 

Coffee & Conversation is an opportunity for 

adults to gather, read and discover Bible passages 

together. Discussion topics will be coordinated with 

kids classes. And always coffee to go along with the 

conversations! 

Music, Education, Worship & More! 

Sunday Mornings Sunday Evenings 

Wednesday Evenings 

Children, Youth & Adults—November 2019 

Youth ministries 
 

6-7 p.m. 

Middle School Confirmation for 6th-8th grade 

High School Life Groups for 9th-12th grade 

 

Children, Youth, Adults 
6:45-8 p.m. 
Pathfinders for Kindergarten through 5th 

Grade 

6:45-8:15 p.m. 
Youth Group for Middle School and High 

School 

You will find child 
size noise canceling 
head phones for 
sound reduction at 
the Welcome Center 
and in The Den 
(Room 7). Sensory 
items have been 
added to the Busy 
Bags that can also 

be picked up at the Welcome Center. Other 
items can be found in the Den and brought 
to the sanctuary if desired.  Items available 
include fidget devices, manual manipulation 
devices, wiggle cushions, and more. Please 
return to the Den after use.   

Sensory Items Available 

Helping others to fall 

in love with  

Jesus and bond with the 

body of Christ 
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Click here for online Calendar 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73809828
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Church Staff 

Pastor: Dianna Dunham Foltz PastorDianna@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Ministry Support: Tammy Gallagher TammyCRUMC@gmail.com 

Administrator: Cathi Weber Cathi@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Treasurer: Bob Foster Bob@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Youth: Jenny Lindner Jenny@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Children & Education: Kayla Christensen Kayla@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Special Needs Ministry Ann McMahon Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Music Director: Jo Franta JoFranta@aol.com 

Custodians: Jerry & Joyce Bartlett 763-755-4155 

Day Care Directors:  Linda Fruland Daycare@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

 Kim Creasey Daycare@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Wedding Coordinator: Kayla Christensen Wedding@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Missed Church? 

Our services are recorded 
and posted on YouTube. 
This is your chance to be 
blessed with the pastor’s 
inspirational messages at 
home.   

www.Coon RapidsUMC.org  
“Sunday Message”  

http://www.coonrapidsumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/coonrapidsumc/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/coonrapidsumc/

