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Hi, Coon Rapids UMC community, 

 
These are such difficult times. I hope you all are well and that you are will access the 

message this morning. I have been praying for all of you, for our community, our 

state, our world… as I know you have been, praying that God will bring healing. 

Words are not adequate, but humbling ourselves before God is a start. 

In addition, over the next days and weeks, there will be more opportunities to learn, 

help, rebuild and recover throughout our community. Please follow our Facebook 

or Instagram page – this is where we will post emergent needs and opportunities. 

Also, if you know of a good way we can serve, please do let us know. 

It is so good to see so many of you checking in on Sundays at 9 AM and Wednesdays 

at 7 AM and 7 PM, and it’s very encouraging that you’re beginning to “like” and 

“share.” You are also sending links to friends and recommending your church – this 

could not be an easier time to invite friends. 

Don’t worry if you see small numbers from wherever you are watching. You can only 

see the people watching from your platform, but we’re broadcasting to three 

locations and embedding on our website. Our online community is growing and it 

stretches all around Minnesota and across several state lines. 

In case you’re curious, here are our metrics during our live event this morning: 
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These are only the people attending live on Coon Rapids UMC Facebook page, my 

personal Facebook page and our Youtube page. It can’t count the people who are 

watching on the imbedded live on our website, or the people who watch after the 

live event.  

SO, we’re created a way for you to sign in so we know you’re attending, you’re 

connected and you’re OK. It’s just like the yellow attendance forms we had before. 

 

Use this link to sign in and share prayer concerns: bit.ly/2X71UCB 

(The other ways of sharing concerns still work also.) 

Thank you for helping with this. We miss you and worry and wonder about you. 

(By the way, you are more than welcome to friend me, Pastor Dianna, on Facebook or follow me 

on Instagram. But I won’t friend you… I’m aware that you might not feel comfortable saying “no” 

to your pastor, and I would never want to intrude.) 

 

Many have asked if we can begin meeting in our building.  

The answer is not yet.  
Our Minnesota Annual Conference has researched thoroughly and they have 

provided clear guidance for us. For now, we are in phase “orange” so we can only 

meet in groups of less than 10, only when necessary, and only when appropriate 

safety measures are in place. (For much more detailed information, please see this 

article: https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan) Right now, we’re using 

online tools and remaining safe. 

In the meantime, we have begun planning how to be safe when we can gather in 

small groups, and a group of several leaders are also meeting this week to talk about 

new ideas and outdoor possibilities. Please be in prayer that we will know how to 

make the best, safest decisions for everyone in our community. 

And join in! Please don’t wait for the physical doors to reopen to engage in what’s 

happening – we’re still open and our community is growing now! 

 

http://bit.ly/2X71UCB
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan
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Online Worship will Continue: 

Sabbath Centering, Sundays at 9 AM 

TouchPoint, Wednesdays at 7 AM and 7 PM 
Join early for music & connection: 

On our public Facebook page:  facebook.com/coonrapidsumc 

Pastor Dianna’s Facebook page: facebook.com/dianna.dunham.5 

Or our YouTube page:   youtube.com/c/coonrapidsumcminnesota 

Watch only from our website:  CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Watch and share anytime later on Facebook or YouTube. 

Please remember to invite friends and sign in: bit.ly/2X71UCB 

Please note: internet traffic is heavy on Sunday mornings, so we may encounter problems.  

 

On Mondays at 10 AM: Bible study on Mark, led by Tammy Gallagher 
Join anytime by contacting Tammy at TammyCRUMC@gmail.com  

 

Financial Update: 
As you can imagine, our church has felt the pandemic financially, as many of you have. If you 

would like to make donations to the church, please see our website or click this link: giving 

options or mail a check via USPS. Thank you to all who have been able to continue giving to the 

ministries of our church. 

 

Thank You from Kayla Christensen 
 

Dearest CRUMC friends, leaders and staff, 

 

I just want to say thank you from the bottom of my heart for the wonderful celebration on 

Sunday, my last day as a staff member.  Thank you for the many wonderful words and thoughts 

shared, the video with photos and video clips that you sent in, all the cards received in the mail, 

edible arrangement, beautiful gifts and gift cards. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/coonrapidsumc
https://www.facebook.com/dianna.dunham.5
https://www.youtube.com/c/coonrapidsumcminnesota
https://www.youtube.com/c/coonrapidsumcminnesota
https://d.docs.live.net/9d30139032a75a49/3%20Friday%20Updates/CoonRapidsUMC.org
http://bit.ly/2X71UCB
mailto:TammyCRUMC@gmail.com
https://www.coonrapidsumc.org/online-giving
https://www.coonrapidsumc.org/online-giving
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I am very blessed and have been very blessed for being able to serve our God at Coon Rapids 

United Methodist Church in so many different ways in the past 12 years, God has directed my 

path in a different direction, but I will never forget the path this is behind me and all the love, 

support, beautiful memories, wonderful kids and you, and many, many friends in the Faith.   

 

Thank you again, and I hope and pray we can all see each other in person again soon! 

 

With much love, 

Kayla Christensen 

 
 
Minnesota Annual Conference ConneXion Retreat: 
Are you wondering... 

• What are my strengths, values, and passions? 
• What brings meaning and purpose to my life? 
• How can I continue to grow spiritually? 
• How can I make a difference? 
• What are the ways I can connect to ministry across the Minnesota Annual Conference? 

Join us online each Thursday in June to find purpose and connection in ministry! 
 
Dates:  June 4, 11, 18, 25 
Time:  6:30-8:30 PM 
Cost:  $0-$10 depending on if you download your own materials or have them 

mailed to you (also requires you to purchase 1 book yourself). 
Instructors:   Jody Thone, Tammy Gallagher, Eric Kreiner, Derek Emery 

 
Please contact Tammy Gallagher at TammyCRUMC@gmail.com for more information or to get 
help registering for this event. Register Online here. 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:TammyCRUMC@gmail.com
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/eventdetail/13940861?month=6&year=2020&day=1&display=m
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/eventdetail/13940861?month=6&year=2020&day=1&display=m
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NEW GROUPS!  

 
Hope for Parents or Guardians of Special kids: 
 

If you are a parent or guardian to a spirited child, a child with diagnosed or 
undiagnosed special needs, or even a parent that just needs some support, 
please join our group! The mission of this group is to eliminate the isolation 
parents with special kids experience by providing: 
 
Help through an extended network of resources, 

Open, non-judgmental conversation, 
Prayer for each other, and 
Encouragement.   
 

Ann McMahon will be leading this group. Ann is certified nationally and with the State of 
Minnesota as a Parent and Family Support Provider. She has years of training experience and 
years of experience parenting children with special needs. Initially, this group will start off as a 
private Facebook group where we can interact with each other on an ongoing basis. Ann will 
post resources and facilitate conversation. This group will expand to an online face to face group 
via Zoom and eventually we will include in-person groups or get togethers. Please contact 
Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org for more information or for a link to join this group.  
 

HOPE for Grandparents & Extended Family Members: 
 
If you are a grandparent or extended family member to a spirited child or child with a diagnosed 
or even undiagnosed special need, please join our group! Special kids bring unique joys, 
challenges, and concerns. You may have many questions about how to support your grandchild’s 
parents, how to establish a relationship with your grandchild, how to tell friends and family 
about the diagnosis, and how to enjoy family get-togethers. Whether your grandchild is a baby 
or 30 years old, you are welcome to connect and learn together with other grandparents or 
extended family members. This group will start as a private Facebook group, facilitated by Ann 
McMahon, and will expand to a face to face Zoom online group. Eventually, we will include in-
person groups or get togethers.  
Please contact Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org for more information or for a link to join this group.   

 

mailto:Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org
mailto:Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org
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Family Promise Opportunity 

Family Promise is sprucing up the Day Center while families are staying at hotels due to Covid-

19.  Spring Sprucing will include many projects available for individuals, professionals and 

amateurs, or small groups - anyone committed to the Family Promise mission and willing to 

volunteer! Contact Adam (763-568-7349) to schedule a visit to the day center or to adopt a 

specific project.   Note: We will be observing appropriate social distancing and 

sanitization/safety protocols at the day center during all of these projects.  

Cleaning & Organizing Projects 
• Deep clean all rooms and spaces 
• Reorganizing basement storage spaces 
• Reorganizing closets and cabinets, and kitchen storage spaces 
• Clean out the bike shed 

Fix-it Projects 

• Front door - fix front screen door latch 
• Admin Office - fix the rattle in the windows 
• Kitchen/Dining Room - patching holes in the ceiling 
• Install/setup cabinets for all 3 bathrooms 
• Install toilet paper & paper towel holder racks in all 3 bathrooms   
• Repair glass in broken windows  
• Replace fluorescent fixtures in basement 
• Diagnose and repair boards on accessible ramp 
• A few other small and large improvement options are being considered including 

options for flooring  
Donation Projects 

• A few indoor plants 
• A small simple fish tank setup  
• Items for family hospitality (games, activities, devices, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:adam.monaghan@familypromiseanoka.org
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Thank You from Minnesota Annual Conference 

 

 Bruce Ough, Resident Bishop   
Susan Nienaber, District 

Superintendent  
  

 

 

 

May 18, 2020  

Dear Rev. Dianna Foltz and Members and Friends of Coon Rapids UMC,  

We are writing to express our deep appreciation and thanks to you for your incredible leadership during this 

unprecedented and challenging time. We know the enormous work it has taken for you to find new ways to be the church 

during this time of sheltering-in-place, to continue growing in your own faith and to keep reaching new people.   

We rejoice in your generosity to those in your communities as you stepped up to make face masks, stock food shelves 

and care for the most vulnerable in your midst. We also rejoice in your financial generosity to your local churches and 

through your faithful apportionment payments. Your generosity is transforming your communities, keeping your 

congregations stable and allowing the annual conference to continue providing exceptional care and resources to all of 

our United Methodist ministries in the Minnesota Annual Conference.   

We had over 50 congregations apply for the CARES Act stimulus package loans and many have been approved and are 

receiving this money to help sustain their staffing levels. Many thanks to our pastors, gifted lay leaders in our local 

churches, Barb Brower, Jean Edin, John Mitchem, and Sheri Meister for helping numerous congregations with their 

applications. We are also very grateful to Katherine Schill and the Minnesota Conference Board of Pensions for providing 

a three-month holiday for our local churches’ portions of the clergy pension and health insurance contributions.   

While we have many months to go to get through this pandemic we are impressed and encouraged with all the ways that 

everyone has stepped up to help and support one another. We are remaining steady and strong during this time because 

of your hard work and we give thanks and praise to God for you. Let us know how we can continue resourcing our local 

churches as we are eager to partner with you always but especially during this challenging time.  
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Submit to Coon Rapids UMC Weekly Update  

Please submit items for the weekly update to Ann McMahon at Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org by 
Wednesday at noon each week.  The update will be sent via email each Sunday morning around 
8 AM.  If you know of someone who is not receiving this update via email and would like to 
receive it, please have them contact Ann at the above email address.   
 
Prayer requests are sent daily via email to those on the prayer chain.  If you would like to be 
added to the list, please email Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org.   
 

CONTACT CHURCH STAFF: 
 
(763) 755-6990  www.coonrapidsumc.org   
prayerrequests@coonrapidsumc.org 

 
Pastor Dianna Foltz (x11) PastorDianna@coonrapidsumc.org 

 

Ann McMahon (x19) Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Church Administrator & Special Needs Ministry Director 

 

Michael Merriman Media@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Social Media Manager 

 

Tammy Gallagher (x14) TammyCRUMC@gmail.com 

Community Connections and Ministry Support 

 

Jenny Lindner (x13) Jenny@coonrapidsumc.org 

Youth Director 

 

Jo Franta  JoFranta@aol.com  

Music & Worship Coordinator 

 

Bob Foster  Bob@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Treasurer 

  

Linda Fruland & Kim Creasey  daycare@coonrapidsumc.org  

Daycare Directors 

 

Jerry & Joyce Bartlett (Custodian

 

mailto:Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org
mailto:Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org
http://www.coonrapidsumc.org/
mailto:prayerrequests@coonrapidsumc.org
mailto:PastorDianna@coon
mailto:Ann@CoonRapidsUMC.org
mailto:Media@CoonRapidsUMC.org
mailto:TammyCRUMC@gmail.com
mailto:Jenny@CoonRapidsUMC.org
mailto:JoFranta@aol.com
mailto:Bob@CoonRapidsUMC.org
mailto:daycare@coonrapidsumc.org

